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                                                            THE LOST CHILD
                                                                                                                      - Mulk Raj Anand
                                                                          INTRODUCTION
The story depicts the excitement and feeling of a child, who is visiting a village fair, along with his parents. It depicts how a child lives only in the present past and futures do not concern him. The ability to live in the present enables him to enjoy the simple joys of nature.
The story also beautifully expresses his sense of insecurity, on being separated from his parents. Once again it portrays how he now loses interest in everything that has tempted him. His minds is now occupied only with the absence of his parents, therefore, signifying importance of the present for him.
                                                       
                                                              CHARACTERS OF THE STORY
· Father
The father of the child was very strict. He did not listen to any of his son’s pleadings. The child asked for many things on his way to the fair. However, the father did not give any important to his words. When his sons asked for a toy, he looked at him red-eyes in his familiar tyrant’s way. 
· Mother
Comparatively, mother was softer than father. Melted by the free spirit of the day, she was tender and listened to his son’s words. She also gave him her finger to hold and told him to look at what was before him.
· Son
The child was extremely fascinated to see the fair, specially to see the different kinds of vendors on both sides of the road. It was spring time and the colour and hue of the nature and the people attracted him very much. He was extremely overjoyed but all his left alone. When the savior took him to the same vendors after he lost his parents, he would not even look at them. He only asked for his parents then.
· Saviour
Here, the savior is the man who took the little boy from the ground from being trampled in the heavy rush of the people. He tried to quieten him in different ways but the boy would not listen to him. He only asked for his mother and father.
      
                                                                       MAIN POINTS
· A little boy visits a village fair with his parents.
· He runs around excitedly, fascinated by the toys in the shops that lined the way.
· He wants the toys which his father refuses but his mother distracts him by making him take interest in the other things.
· He forgets about the toys and his attention is diverted towards the flowering mustard fields, the dragon flies.
· He grazes with excitement at the group of dragonflies bustling about on their gaudy purple wings, intercepting the flight of a lone black bee or butterfly.
· He follows them with his gaze and tries to catch the butterfly that would still its wings to rest but would go fluttering away, flapping its wings, when he is about to catch it.
· He enjoys the shower of flowers falling on him in a grove. He plays around by collecting the petals in his hand.
· He is attracted by the worms and insects along the footpath that were teeming not from their hiding places.
· He saw a sweetmeat seller and he wanted ‘burfi’ his favourite sweet, a flower seller,  a man holding colourful balloons on a pole, a snake charmer playing his flute to a snake lying coiled in a basket. He is drawn towards them but moves on knowing well his parents’ refusal.
· When he wants to go on a roundabout and requests his parents to let him take a ride he realizes they are not there.
· He runs around in panic searches for them among those seated on the green grass. Not finding them there he runs towards a shrine, crowded with people, hoping to find  them
· He shrieks at the top of his voice and a man in the surging crowd, hears his shriek, lifts him up, and rescues him from being trampled over by the crowd.
· The man tries to soothe the crying child by offering to give him a ride on a horse of roundabout , distracts him to the place where the snake charmer was playing his flute, offers to buy  balloons, garland, sweets but the child is disconsolate.
· He refuses everything, is inconsolable and only wants his parents. Nothing in the fair can tempt him.




   
                                                     QUESTIONS/ANSWERS
Q1. What are the things the child sees on his way to the fair? Why does he lag behind?
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